
Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=cgde20

Gender & Development

ISSN: 1355-2074 (Print) 1364-9221 (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cgde20

Gender, Development and Disasters

Bethan Evans

To cite this article: Bethan Evans (2014) Gender, Development and Disasters, Gender &
Development, 22:1, 183-185, DOI: 10.1080/13552074.2014.889354

To link to this article:  https://doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354

Published online: 19 Mar 2014.

Submit your article to this journal 

Article views: 392

View related articles 

View Crossmark data

Citing articles: 1 View citing articles 

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=cgde20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cgde20
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/13552074.2014.889354
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=cgde20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=cgde20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/13552074.2014.889354&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2014-03-19
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/13552074.2014.889354&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2014-03-19
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354#tabModule
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354#tabModule


Book reviews

Gender and Development 22 (2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2014.889354

Bradshaw, Sarah
Gender, Development and Disasters
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2013, ISBN: 978-1-84980-446-2, 238 pp.

Gender, Development and Disasters is a valuable and essential call for all parties to be
attuned to the enormous complexities involved in incorporating gender into a disaster
response. In the book, author Sarah Bradshaw explores the links between gender
inequality as it is understood and addressed in the field of development and as it is
understood and addressed in the field of disasters. She argues that we need to look
critically at how we include work on gender within the context of disasters, and
illustrates the current complexities around incorporating gender perspectives into
disaster response and management. Further, she contends that the concept of gender
within development needs re-examining, asserting that work on gender in the
development sector is still primarily instrumentalist in nature, concerned more with
what women can do for development, rather than with women’s fundamental rights
and issues of equality.

The book opens with two chapters that explore what we mean by the terms
‘disaster’ and ‘development’ – a pertinent reminder that these terms are subjective
according to person, time, and place. In particular, Sarah Bradshaw’s proposition that
we should view a disaster as the result of a population being unable to withstand,
respond to, and recover from a ‘natural hazard’ is an eminently useful and important
definition. What is more, the author argues that we must not look at disasters as events
that ‘break the pattern of development’; the relationship can be much more reciprocal –
disasters can be linked to, or be products of, development processes.

Chapter Three examines how understandings of gender more widely have
influenced thinking on development and disasters. It is here that we are shown just
how significantly gender has been left out of work on disasters in recent decades, to the
extent that it is now lagging behind development. Interestingly, however, though the
engendering of disasters has been slow to develop, Sarah Bradshaw notes that what
has advanced more quickly is women’s inclusion in post-disaster activities. Chapters
Four to Six explore disaster response in the relief and recovery periods, and the
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inclusion or exclusion of women and gender analysis within them. From the moment a
disaster strikes, the response, consciously or not, is gendered, and how a response is
understood is gendered. Failure to acknowledge this, and to try to ensure a gender-
equitable approach threatens any possibility of an effective response. Chapter Five
details the complexities involved in humanitarian assistance in the relief period. This
assistance is often gendered: ‘women are often constructed as blameless victims, as
protectors (of children), or as needing protection (from men)’ (p. 99). The lack of
women’s agency that this implies, and the power dynamic it potentially reinforces, has
long-term implications for men and women’s material and emotional well-being.

Chapter Six looks at the reconstruction period following a disaster, and Sarah
Bradshaw demonstrates where we can find the best opportunity for working towards
gender equality in these contexts. She illustrates, through case studies such as
Hurricanes Mitch and Katrina, the ‘window of opportunity’ that follows such an
event. That the physical environment is severely affected needs no explaining, but the
impact on the political, social, and economic environment is just as significant, and
offers a real chance for social transformation. That is, pre-existing gender inequalities
can be addressed post-disaster, and potentially transformed, when a society is given
the chance to reconstruct (or construct for the first time) the political, economic, and
social structures that it wants. The possibility of effecting real change within the
reconstruction period is questioned, however. Initiatives such as direct cash transfers, a
new house that is put in their name, and so on, can empower individual women, but
ultimately this might not be enough to transform power structures. ‘Strategic’ rather
than practical gender projects are needed, and it is this distinction from Sarah
Bradshaw that highlights the difficulties for both international actors and national
governments. Such transformative work needs buy-in from all relevant parties,
otherwise gender roles might change, but this might be temporary, and might fail to
challenge power relations.

In Chapter Seven, Sarah Bradshaw addresses a very interesting aspect of disasters
and disaster response – the ‘secondary disaster’. Here she argues that the initial
disaster can give rise to a negative psycho-social impact, which can include gender-
based violence. The disaster does not cause the violence, but causes conditions
conducive to violence. Thus, any response to a disaster that does not recognise this
could have very serious consequences for women. The secondary disaster case studies
highlight that in order to address the impact of disaster, individual responses are often
not enough, and a collective effort is needed to promote and establish rights. This
collective action may prove key in transforming gender relations, and in Chapter Eight
Sarah Bradshaw analyses the role of governments, international actors, and civil
society, and the difficulties that such ‘participation’ can have in disasters. Finally,
Chapter Nine looks at Disaster Risk Reduction as the first and last stages of the disaster
cycle, but where a gendered approach is critically lacking. The development of the
Hyogo Framework for Action (an international ten-year plan to build resilience to
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natural disasters) and the Millennium Development Goals, though addressing gender
in a development context, have failed to address it within the context of disasters. This,
along with the lack of financial backing, means that the scope for engendering disaster
response within this global institutional framework is badly impeded.

Sarah Bradshaw’s book asks more questions than it answers, but it is clear that such
interrogation is desperately needed if we are to have disaster responses and
development programmes that truly and wholly incorporate a gender perspective.
This book implores us to be gender reflective at every level. For those of us working in
disaster response, we need to learn from development’s positive and negative practices
regarding gender, rather than simply lifting gender debates out of development and
inserting them into a disaster context – if nothing else, it assumes that gender in
development is working. It is a difficult but vital truth: we still aren’t getting gender
right. This book offers a real chance for us to reflect, and to change.

© 2014, Bethan Evans, Humanitarian Department, Oxfam GB, UK, email: b_evans1@hotmail.co.uk
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Smail Salhi, Zahia (ed.)
Gender and Violence in Islamic Societies: Patriarchy, Islamism and Politics in the Middle East
and North Africa
London: I.B. Tauris, 2013, ISBN: 9781780765303, 304 pp.

This book aims to draw out the subtle ties that link gender violence, state patriarchy,
and Islamism in the Middle East and North Africa. Using a multidisciplinary approach,
the book’s 11 chapters address various aspects of these ties, with a focus on the
resulting violence that women face daily in private and public spaces, and that ranges
from the physical to the symbolic, through violence that is cultural, social, and
psychological. Both geographically representative of the diversity of the region and
theoretically innovative, this collection constitutes a genuine breakthrough in the field
of gender-based violence, a subject considered taboo in the region until very recently.
Breaking the taboo while presenting women as agents, and not victims, of the
patriarchal order is a strong aspect of the book. And it has other strengths: a successful
combination of academic and activist perspectives that make sense given the overall
complexity of the region; a sound methodology that combines the quantitative and
qualitative aspects of analysis; and the inclusion of research geared towards
transcending description to proposing solutions, namely through more inclusive
readings of religious texts.
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